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ARMY AND CIVILIAN PROTESTANT CHAPEL 
The Firest Presbyterian Church 
Skagway, Alaska 


Rev. Harold F. Fredsell, Pastor-Chaplain 


Brief report to The Committee on Camp and Church Activities. 


A significant and unusual story can be written concerning the relationship of 
the Presbyterian Church at Skagway, Alaska to the soldiers of The North West Service 
Command. The army considered building a Chapel in this community but in the meantime 
they asked permission to use the Presbyterian Church (the only active protestant com- 
munion). This permission was granted and the protestant Chaplain alternated in con- 
ducting the morning and evening services with the resident Pastor. A similar arrange- 
ment was worked out with the Roman Catholic Church. At one time there was 3000 soldiers 
in this community which was taken over and administered by the army. The result has 
been that every piece of mimeographed material and every radio: broadcdst that concerned 
the chapel carried the name of the Presbyterian Church. A spiendid new bulletin board 
contributed to the Church by the service men reads “Army and Civilian Chapel." 


The prestige and leadership of the Presbyterian Church has certainly been advanced 
by this arrangement. Boys from all denominations have given generously of their time 
to the leadership of the local Church. The Sunday School Superintendent is a Methodist 
Sgte, from Kentucky, the Organist and Choir Director is a Lutheran officer, a Baptist 
and an Episcopalian teach in the Sunday School, a Seventh-Day Adventist is painting the 
interior of the Church in his spare time. At our last Communion Service, one of the 
soldiers assisting was a Deacon of our Presbyterian Church in Tenafly, N. J. 


At one time the Church was used seven nights a week by the service men. Most of the 
radio programs are broadcast from the church, (we have the best piano in town). Due to 
the mountains surrounding Skagway it is almost impessible to get outside reception. The 
army;post has therefore set up its own broadcasting station, (KSWY). Each Sunday evening 
the song service from the Presbyterian Church is broadcast. To the boys stationed along 
the lonely bleak ten outposts of the White Pass and Yukon RR. this is the only source of 
contact and enjoyment. We are now making plans to broadcast the Christmas Eve Mid-night 
service from the Church. This will mean a lot to the men, to many“it will mean the only 
Christmas service they will know. Civilians are.replacing the service men along the Rail 
Road (when‘anid where’ they can be found) our ministry. is therefore two-fold. The W.P. & 
Y.R.Re a strategic line to the-interior is onéof ‘the most dangerous and certainly the 
most isolated of the roads in the North West. ‘Three engines are needed to get a load 
over White Pass, an elevation of 1200 feet in a twenty-mile distance. 


The Presbyterian Manse has been a source of great comfort to many of the boys located 
in this area. Ewery Swnday evening following the church service, "Open House" is held at 
the Manse. Usually twenty five to thirty boys enjoy the fine Christian fellowship of the 
church folks as they "fill in" on coffee and cake. The large open fireplace is very popu- 
lar where they roast marshmallows, toast weenies, and pop corn. Like all G.I.'s they are 
lonely and enjoy most of all the pleasant atmosphere of a home. 


Our Manse has paid for itself if we can count the gratitudé these boys have expressed 
concerning it. When the soldiers first came into Skagway, it was one of the very few 
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places where these boys could take a bath. I am told the boys weited on line to avail 
themselves of this coveted opportunity. (This is a new way of winning converts.) Like- 
wise the washing machine was in constant use as these facilities were not available. 


Last week some of the boys in the Rail Road Company asked permission to have a 
supper and party at the Manse for the girls in the choir. To our surprise these boys 
cooked and provided the entire meal and did all the dishes besides. One of these boys 
shipped out to Seattle a few days later, we have a letter from him saying that, the supper 
and party at the manse was the finest evening he had known in his two years at Skagway. 
The Church to many of these boys is a mighty human end lovable institution. At their 
own initiative these boys made a dark room for developing pictures in the basement of 
the Manse end also constructed a home made ping pong table. 


You want some word concerning the future of the soldiers in Skagway? Due to 
censor regulations I cannot give you figures. A large group of boys went out yesterday. 
The danger of Japanese occupation now seems very improbable, there remains however a 
railroad to maintain, an oil pipeline from the interior to service, and the protection 
of the dock. I understand we will continue to have some men here until Spring and 


Summer. The number will not be great, but it will give us the opportunity to do a more 
concentrated job. 


My relationship is that of the protestant civilian chaplain. The army has extended 
fo me many courtesies and appreciates the ministry that our church can extend. I visit 
regularly the army hospital as well as the White Pass and Yukon Hospital. As a member 
of The Board of Governors of the U. S.O. I counsel and enjoy the company of the soldiers 
at these lounge rooms. . 

Feel free to use any of this wetentel: L hope it gives you a picture of our programs. 

‘cordially, ; 
ri eeion) thareta t, Fredsell _ 
Harold F, Fredsell 
11-27-19 received Unit of Work in Alaska 
Board of National Missions 


J. Earl Jackman, Secretary 
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Excerpts from letters sent to The Rev. Richard C. Smith, Pursglove, West Va. 
(appdicent for Alaskan Field) by The Rev. hotenberry 


Ootober 26, 19))3 
RE SKAGWAY, ALASKA 


In normal times the population of Skagway is around 50. At the present 
time great numbers of service men and construction workers are in the town. 
I would say that when I left in September there were some 3000 people there. 
There is also a Roman Catholic church and also a Réman Catholi¢ mission 
located at Skagways, Themissieniis for native (Indian) children. . 


The difference in the cost of things at Skagway and St. Paul - for example - does | 
not seen to be very much. Before the war prices. there were moh higher than in 

the states. 1 have an idea that after the. war the same will be true. But there 

is so much that one does not have to have there that one would buy in the states. 

A good gardener can raise & great deal. that he will eat, such as potatoes, cabbage, 
chard, rutabagos, turnips, carrots, lettuce (head and leaf), spinach, onions, 
cauliflower, celery, raspberries + the most debicious you have ever eaten, There 
are also currants ~- red, white, and blacks gooseberries, and in the mowrbalins. there= 
are plenty of blueberries, and some cranberriese ‘ith a hot house one can grow 

a few tomatoes and cucumbers. 3 


The manse is a beaty - the finest manse in all of Alaska. 1+ was finished in 19). 

The kitchen is the drean of any wean's heart. There is a General Mlectric 

refrigerator, and electric stove. The living room is 2&8 by 17 feet with hardwood 

floors, and the large fireplace that you can see by the map enclosed, The kmotty wood 
is on one sid eonlys the rest of the living room is finished in celotex, There is one 
bed room downstairs, The basement is conerete and has an electric pump for surface 

water after the week's washing is done, the heating system is an cil furnace with 

hot water through owt the house. One just has the thermostat to set and phone or 

ask the trausfer man to put oil into the tank - 300 gallons.There is quite a little . ; 
storage space and the closets are adequate. The house has rock wool insulation through= — 
oute 


The manse is just across the street from the churchs right im front of it, 


Skagway has adequate medical service. The White Pass and Yukon Railway has a 
hospital, and the doctor has been there since 1926, He has had very good success 
with operations and seems to know his work. Of course at present, the army has a 
number of doctors and nurses stationed there, and in an emergency can be called and 
have been very gracious in the past. er dies | 


The winter of 1911-12 was a mild one in that the temperature did not fall below 

2 degrees above zeros. Last winter 20 below was the coldest we had, but the wind is 
terribly hard and cold. Of course Skagway is right on the water at the head of Lynn 
Canal, and as a result the climate is a damp one. People who are subject to sinus trouble 
have difficulty theres ‘The long dark days in winter make it a little hard on the eyes, 
and because of the lack of sunshine ~ as the town gets very little of it in winter, people 
must take vitamin tablets; at least they should do so. J did not take them very regularly 
but we gave then to the children. 
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RE SKAQWAY, ALASKA 


Durine the shortest days in winter one would turm on the lights around 3:30 in 
the afternoai, and it is not really light until 9:00 agme But there are not so 
many of these weeks, The suwiers ere glorious, on the past one was except= 
ionally cool. ‘the long days in June are greats % is dark around 11100 peme 
and is quite light at 3400 asm 


Skarway is situated right between the mountains, Some of then rise up to 
6000 feet and have some snow the year round. ‘There is something about Alasica 
that is appealing, and one does net care to leave after having been there a 
while, The only way to leave the torn is by boat or train. The isolation in 
normal tines is somewhet hard on one, but there is plenty activity there nows 


The people are the most cynical and as critical as any I neve ever met. Veny 

of them are fatalists, and there is not mich loyalty to the churehy The member= 
ship is amall. They could support the church entirely but they do not do this, 
and will not have an every wmmber canvass, ‘There are some loyal folk there, L006 
They are fine and peek the chureh one hundred per cent. 


There are very few natives at Skacway. The church menberahip is planets white, 
and they demand the vest preaching one is capable of giving as they are well read, 
having the latest books and maragines, and the library there is far ehead of lie 
braries in many towns the sane size, They dress well and have money, as much 
money is to be made there, i | ay 


The manse has the following furnituret Living roomt three large chaire, one foot 
stool, davenport, plano, magazine stand, dining room table and chairs @ all these 
are maple and the furniture ie new. There is a book oase on either side of the | 
fire plase as the suap shows. Kitehent breakfast nook built in, cabinets, 

electric stove and refrigerator, some dishes and pote end pans = not - 

though there are some plates and saucers in the basenent. ‘The sink is a "ieee 
theuset and the windows in the corner look out toward the mountain peaks, Bed room — 
downstairs: bed, dresser and mirror, There is alse a toilet aid wash besin in . 
this room, ‘There is a good closet. The room to the right of the stairs, that 

is, upstairs: bed, two dressers, two tebles, and a small book rack or case, &® 
rocker. The room to the lefts roll top desk with chair, book shelves, and ted, and 
larse closet, Eath roomt tub, drawers, mee wach basin. At the top of setps there — 
is a took case with glass GDOrS + | 


The basement: washing machine, electric PUM, @exc room for developing vise - 
this was built by soldiers and they are using it. There is also a ping pong table, 
a chair which sould be used for barber chair “(as I out hair for the men when no 
barber was avilable) , ¢ @ work benoh, rack for Peers ete. I left our clothes 

line Se ; 


You will want the most. powerful wills you oan secure as vale reoeption is not 
very goods 


One floor laap in the hed ean a Prone ordin. wy | ey ves white a 4 the Lag ‘room, 


